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Research Spotlight  
Cultural Speeches by Fudan Professors 

On August 22, 2015, cultural scholars including Fudan Professors Jianxiong GE, and 

Xiaoming WU etc. discussed the road of China’s change and the value of individuals on the 

First Fudan EMBA Grand Cultural Ceremony jointly hosted by the School of Management 

and the School of Philosophy.  

Prof. Jianxiong GE first delivered a theme speech titled Historical and Geographical 

Background of the Silk Road and “One Belt and One Road”. “One Belt and One Road” 

cannot be separated from the historical concept of the Silk Road and cannot be separated 

from the historical economic ties and transportation routes between China and foreign 

countries. However, today’s “One Belt and One Road” strategy was initiated by China. 

Corresponding countermeasures are needed to make surrounding countries actively respond, 

and the security of “One Belt and One Road” also requires various countries’ joint efforts. 

In his theme speech titled National Renaissance and Establishment of New Civilizations, Prof. 

Xiaoming WU pointed out that China’s modernization unfolded on the basis of social 

conditions and cultural traditions different from the West, requiring us to blaze a unique road 

based on our practice. Modern China’s development not only means economic growth and 

accumulation of material wealth, but also requires expansion and deepening of thoughts and 

comprehensive cultural innovation. 

 (Source from Fudan School of Management)   

 

 

Campus News 
The Youth Innovation Competition on Global Governance held at 

Expo Milano 2015 

Drawing inspiration from the theme "Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life", with the scope of 

giving space to the creativity and vitality of young people inside the Chinese exhibition area, 

the Youth Innovation Competition on Global Governance (YICGG) 2015 was held at the 

Palazzo Italia Auditorium  in collaboration with the China Corporate United Pavilion from 



August 18 to 20. This year is the seventh edition for the Summit and the opening was 

attended, among others, by Enrico Letta (former Prime Minister of the Italian Republic), 

Maurizio Martina (Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry), Dongmei Yin (Vice 

Chancellor of Fudan University), Clara Axblad Meyer (UN representative), Diana Bracco 

(President of the Italian Pavilion) and Li Haifeng (Director of Fosun Group, the main sponsor 

of YICGG 2015). 

  

Sponsored by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in China and organized by 

the School of International Relations and Public Affairs (SIRPA) of Fudan University, the 

two-day Summit consists of two parts: one dedicated to discussion and the other to an 

exhibition. In the first phase, 46 young people from 13 countries around the world, 11 

Chinese young people representing the nine best universities in China and 10 other 

"observer" students were divided into teams to discuss various aspects of the theme "Young 

People and Food Security". The goal is to create collectively a global governance plan. The 

proposals of the best groups shall be presented during the second phase.  

  

The YICGG and the Universal Exposition share a long history of friendship. In 2010, the first 

Global Governance Innovation Youth Summit received the support of the Shanghai World 

Expo Committee; during the event, the delegations organized activities inspired by a different 

theme each day. Like the Chinese young people, even Chinese companies have exploited the 

opportunity offered by Expo Milano 2015 to look to the outside world. Not surprisingly, the 

China Corporate United Pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 is born from the commitment by 

Chinese companies with their second, extraordinary participation in the Universal Exposition. 



 China ABC 

The Hungry Ghost Festival (The Zhongyuan Festival) 

Like people all over the world, Chinese people have special customs regarding dead people 

and their ghosts as well. The popular local religion Taoism includes days for dealing with 

errant ghosts in the land. When ghosts visit in the seventh month of the lunar calendar, 

special precautions and ceremonies are necessary.  

The origin of the Hungry Ghost Festival in China is mixed by several versions. Cultures in 

Asia from India to China share similar beliefs about the Ghost Festival, and these traditions 

seem to link with Buddhism. While in case of China, some of the ghost belief is incorporated 

in Taoism: the gates of hell are opened from the beginning to the end of the seventh month, 

and hungry ghosts are released to find food or to take revenge on those who have badly 

treated them according to Taoist records.  

 

In the Ghost Festival (the Zhongyuan Festival) ceremony, people pray for their family members who have passed away. 

Comparing with Western Halloween, some Chinese people believe that on the days of Ghost 

Month and especially on the night of the full moon there is more of a bridge between the dead 

and the living, so they must take precautions or honor the dead. They perform ceremonies or 

traditions to protect themselves from attacks or pranks by the ghosts and to honor and 

worship their ancestors or famous people of the past.  

 

 
 
 

http://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/taoism.htm


Recommended Events  
31 Aug. Mon.   Topic:  The Economic Aspects of Cotton Textile Industry across Ming and 

Qing Dynasties in Jiangnan Area 

    19:00              Speaker: Prof. WU Tao, Zhongshan University 

Venue: Center of Activity, Shanghai Museum 

Booking Link:  http://www.shanghaimuseum.net/education/show/show-

content?activityId=681 
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