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Research Spotlight  
Fudan Scientists Develop “Smart” Fibers  

Fudan scientist Peng Huisheng and his team have developed a new type of smart fiber that 

offers opportunities for development in a range of applications. 

The fibers are capable of motion and were inspired by the movement of plants, said Professor

 Peng Huisheng, who led the research team from Fudan University. Fibers with strong contra-

ction power, for example, could be used to help generate electricity, he said. 

If woven, they could be turned into “smart” textiles, while in the industrial sector, they could 

be made to react to certain gasses or chemicals, and switch off valves in the event of a potenti

-ally hazardous leak, he said. 

“The materials are promising in many applications in automated sensing and actuating,” Peng

 said. 

The team has already developed a “smart curtain” that is sensitive to vapor and closes itself in

 high humidity.  

 

(Source from Shanghai Daily and Fudan Homepage) 

 

 



Campus News 
The Sixth “Transformation and Economic Development” Biennial 

Conference Successfully Held 

The 6
th

 “Transformation and Economic Development” (TED) biennial conference, co-chaired 

by Center for Chinese Economic Studies (CCES) of Fudan University, Technology and 

Management Center for Development of Oxford University and Japanese Association of 

Chinese Economic Management (JACEM) was successfully held at the School of Economics 

(SOE) of Fudan University.  

Worldwide attention was drawn to this year’s TED conference. Professors and scholars from 

prestigious universities overseas and home attended this conference, including professors 

from Peking University, Fudan University, Oxford University, Tokyo University, London 

University, and the Chinese University of Hong Kong etc.  

The conference concluded with a gift-conferring ceremony. Dean Zhu Weidong from the 

School of Economics, Hefei Technology University extended his congratulations on the 

110th anniversary of the founding of Fudan University as well as the 30th anniversary of 

SOE. 

 (Source from School of Economics Homepage) 

 

China ABC 

  
The special annual exhibition of China National Silk Museum entitled “Silks from the Silk 

Road: Origin, Transmission and Exchange” is opened at the Hangzhou West Lake Museum. 

The exhibition is hosted by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH) and the 

People's Government of Zhejiang Province, and jointly assisted by eight provincial bureaus 

of cultural heritage of Zhejiang, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai and the 

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. It is organized by China National Silk Museum and 

wins supports from 25 other museums and archaeological institutes China. The exhibition 

will be on show at the West Lake Museum until Oct. 15
th

, 2015.  

The ancient Silk Road is the most important trade and cultural exchange channel between the 

East and West in ancient time. As the most significant carrier along the Silk Road, the silk 

The Exhibition of „Silks from 

the Silk Road‟ Opens at the 

Hangzhou West Lake Museum 

 



and silkworm-raising as well as silk weaving techniques originated from China have been 

spread to the rest of the world through the channel. The silk production technology has been 

localized, producing an extremely great impact on the social, economic and cultural 

development in many countries in the world. Later on, with further exchanges, the Western 

weaving style also reversed to influence the silk production in China, and the traditional silk 

fabrics in China began to show Western themes and designing styles. 

 

The silk clothes and painted Han-style wood mask of the male dead from Yingpan No.15 Grave (Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region), showing Greek-style motifs and the gentle use of gold, which were rare in central part of China then 

The exhibition will showcase nearly 140 pieces (groups) of precious collections selected from 

26 museums and archaeological institutes. By displaying the silk and related items unearthed 

during the major time period and major route along the Silk Road, the exhibition 

demonstrates the origin of silk in China, the spread of silk from the East to the West and the 

exchanges of textile culture between the East and the West along the Silk Road. 

 

A silk sachet with woven Chinese characters “the 1st year of Yuanhe” ( 84 A.D. Eastern Han Dynasty) 

As textile products are delicate and difficult to preserve, during the preparatory period of the 

exhibition, the Key SACH Scientific Research Base of Textile Conservation of the Silk 



Museum, conducted sorting and restoration to part of exhibited items, and reduced or relieved 

the harm to the textile products due to its unearthed age and environment, enabling the silk on 

the Silk Road for thousands of years to tell the public stories about the Silk Road in its best 

shape.  

 

A piece of embroidery of Buddha and donators discovered in Dunhuang, sewing titles of  “King Guangyang”, “King’s 

daughter”, “King Guangyang’s mother” and their hopes (386-534 A.D. the Northern Wei Dynasty) 

As the exhibition coincides the overall renovation of China National Silk Museum, the venue 

of the exhibition is moved to the West Lake Museum to ensure a good environment for the 

cultural relics on display and the displaying effect of the show. China National Silk Museum 

will be open to the public on July 1, 2016 with renewed vigor. 

To further promote the research and protection of the Silk Road, China National Silk 

Museum will join hands with related scientific research institutions at home and abroad to 

hold an international symposium on“Silks from the Silk Road: Origin, Transmission and 

Exchange”between Oct. 11 and 14, 2015 during the exhibition. 

 

A set of pottery figurines, showing the images of working women and their lives along the silk road in early Tang Dynasty 

 



Recommended Events  
12 Oct. Mon.      Topic:  Sacrificial Vessels as Miniature Monuments 

    15:00              Speaker:  WU Hong, University of Chicago  

Venue:  Activity Square, Guanghua Buliding  

 

 

31 Oct. Sat.      Topic: Graves of the Northern Dynasties in Shanxi 

    14:00              Speaker: Zhang Qingjie 

Venue: Lecture Hall, Shanghai Museum 
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