2afry

ERASMUS UNIVERSITEIT ROTTERDAM

Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands
CSC PhD 2019 Project Description
Applying for CSC Scholarship: https://www.eur.nl/en/prospective-csc-phd-candidates

School/Department:

Institute of Social Studies

Project Title:

Is Civic Activism a Substitute for Weak Democratic Institutions or a
Complement to Strong Demaocratic Institutions?

Abstract:

This PhD project is part of the Indices of Social Development
database project of the Institute of Social Studies
(www.IndSocDev.org). The ISD database consists of six indices,
each consisting of 10-35 underlying indicators, for almost every
country in the world. It covers every 5 years in the period 1990-
2010, while the next data point will be constructed for the year
2015. The six indices are:

- Civic Activism

- Clubs & Associations

- Intergroup Cohesion

- Interpersonal Safety & Trust

- Inclusion of Minorities

- Gender Equality

The PhD project finds its inspiration in the Arab Spring events and
the debate that followed. Some claim that civil society protests
emerged as a consequence of failing democracies. Others claim
that the protests are a sign of democratic strength. But what is the
role of democratic institutions? This PhD project will focus on one
of the ISD variables, namely Civic Activism. It will carefully analyze
with a variety of quantitative techniques (parametric and non-
parametric) to what extent civic activism occurs alongside strong
democratic institutions or, to the contrary, despite the presence of
strong democratic institutions, or perhaps even because of weak
democratic institutions. A different way to frame the question is
about the relationship between representative democracy and
participative democracy: the role of formal politics versus the role of
civil society actors in shaping a country's policies and development.

Requirements of
candidate:

Background: strength in quantitative analysis (ability work with
STATA or similar software) and demonstrated interest in
development studies and/or social or institutional economics.
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Master degree: Yes

IELTS Grade: 7.0 (minimal 6.0 per component)
or
TOEFL: 100 (minimal 20 per component)

Supervisor Prof. dr. Irene van Staveren: promotor

information: Professor of Pluralist Development Economics and Director of the
Indices of Social Development

e-mail: staveren@iss.nl

homepage: www.iss.nl/iss_faculty/profiel metis/1100478/

Dr Kees Biekart: co-promotor

Associate Professor of Political Sociology

e-mail biekart@iss.nl

homepage: http://www.iss.nl/iss_faculty/profiel metis/1100426/
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