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Research Spotlight  
Fudan Research Team Achieved Great Progress in Study on China’s 

Earliest Proto-porcelain 

In cooperation with Zhejiang Institute of Archaeology, Professor Zhang Bin’s research team 

from the Key Laboratory of Applicable Ion-Beam Physics affiliated with the Modern Physics 

Institute of Fudan completed a systematic analysis of chemical components of proto-

porcelain excavated from kiln sites by applying particle-induced X-ray emission (PIXE). 

Their pioneering work, supported by the Compass Plan Special Fund of State Administration 

of Cultural Heritage, uncovered the origin and development of China’s proto-pocelain.  

Professor Zhang’s team conducted a systematic study on the proto-porcelain excavated from 

five other kiln sites of slightly later period near the Piaoshan kiln site. The research findings 

indicated that the proto-porcelain of different kiln sites has different chemical substances 

obtained from local areas. The calcium content of enamel increases along with the history 

developing from the late Xia Dynasty, the Shang Dynasty to the early warring states period, 

which means that the technique of enamel gradually matured by adding plant ash probably 

obtained from firewood burned in the kilns. Through multiple statistical analyses, Professor 

Zhang’s team worked out the developing course of chemical components in early proto-

porcelain and located the time of the earliest attempts of producing calcium glaze, which 

offered reference data to the study on the technical developments of Chinese porcelain.   

(Source from Fudan Homepage, by Hong Nuo)  

 

Campus News 
Fudan grad among China’s first Rhodes Scholars 

A graduate from Shanghai’s Fudan University is among the first batch of students from 

Chinese mainland to receive the Rhodes Scholarship. 



As a winner of this prestigious prize, Gong Chenzhuo, who graduated from Fudan last year 

with a bachelor’s degree in international politics, will continue his studies at one of the 

world’s oldest academic institutions this fall.  

 

Named after British mining magnate Cecil John Rhodes, the postgraduate scholarship is 

intended to further the education of civic-minded students who demonstrate a propensity to 

emerge as future world leaders. 

It is also among the most selective awards of its kind. Each year, the scholarship’s 

administrators receive about 12,000 applicants from 32 countries. From this group, 89 will 

receive the prize, which includes tuition-free postgraduate education at Oxford University. 

 (Source from Shanghai Daily) 

 
China ABC 
Monkey portraits by Chinese ink painting masters 

Wang Zhe was born into a family of calligraphers and painters in Shenyang, Northeast 

China's Liaoning province. He has been studying Chinese painting for more than 40 years, 

and is known for his Chinese ink monkey paintings.[File photo] 

This year marks the Year of the Monkey according to the Chinese calendar. How do Chinese 

ink painting masters portray the creature that is the closest relative to human beings? Playful, 

clever or mischievous? 



Adopting few colors, mainly black, yellow, and a little red, monkeys painted in a calligraphic 

way are no less vivid than primates brushed with thick oils. Fluffy yet abstract, monkeys 

rendered on rice paper capture the soul of the little creatures. 

Are you wondering how a few brush of strokes work their magic? Let's find out. 

 

Duan Jiu is a renowned calligrapher and painter. Having been studied Zen Buddhism at 

Mount Emei in Southwest China's Sichuan province, Duan's painting bears a sense of Zen. 

Many wild monkeys can be found at Mount Emei. 

 



Ning Jixian is a national first class painter. His paintings, mostly print, describe the idyllic 

scenery of the countryside. His work is known both at home and overseas and he has held 

exhibitions in several European cities, in the US, Japan, Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

 

Shi Ruyuan was a painter born in North China's Shanxi province. His work is often praised as 

an integration of the form and the spirit, an amalgamation of sentiment and scenery. 

 

Recommended Events  
5.Nov, 2015-15.Feb,2016    Topic: The Major Exhibition-Media Dalí  

                             Sponsor:  Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation 

                     Venue： Huaihai Rd, K11,Shanghai 

 



 

30.Jan—31.Jan        Topic:  The Great Gatsby By Britain NBT 

    19:15                   Performer: Northern Ballet Theatre 

         Venue：Shanghai Grand Theatre - Lyric Theatre 
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