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Research Spotlight  
Fudan Team Develops MERS Antibody 

Researchers from Shanghai’s Fudan University said on June 15 that they had been working 

with US experts since 2013 to develop an antibody that may be able to block or treat the 

MERS virus. There are currently no effective therapies against the Middle East Respiratory 

Syndrome virus, but the Fudan team said it may have come up with a promising candidate. 

Researchers from Fudan’s School of Basic Medicine said the antibody they have developed 

with the US-based National Institutes of Health - m336 - was able to kill the MERS virus in 

tests on animals. 

Dr Zhong Nanshan, China’s leading expert on respiratory diseases, said antibody therapy can 

be effective and called for a quick launch of clinical studies and trials. Jiang Shibo, head of 

the antibody research team, said yesterday: “Several universities in the world are also doing 

anti-MERS antibody research, while ours is the first to finish the test on animal models and 

its effects are better than others.” 

In addition to the antibody, Jiang’s team has also developed an anti-MERS spray - HR2P-M2 

- which tests have shown can greatly reduce the virus count in affected animals when given 

through the nose. “It is a good preventative measure for those at high risk, such as medical 

staff, as the MERS virus usually affects the nasal passage and the lungs,” Jiang said. He said 

that studies had also shown that a combination of HR2P-M2 and m336 could have an even 

greater effect on MERS. 

The team said that it had reported its latest findings to the National Health and Family 

Planning Commission 

 

 (Source from Shanghai Daily)   

 

 

Campus News 
Fudan signs MOU with the Russian Institute of World Economy and 

International Relations 



During the 2015 Shanghai Forum, Professor Alexander Dynkin, Dean of the Institute of 

World Economy and International Relations (IMEMO) of Russia, signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with Fudan Development Institute on May 24th. Professor Lin 

Shangli, Vice President of Fudan and Executive Deputy Dean of Fudan Development 

Institute signed the MOU on behalf of Fudan Development Institute. 

During the ceremony, Professor Lin made a detailed introduction of Fudan Development 

Institute to Dean Dynkin, and the two parties then had a discussion about opportunities for 

future cooperation. 

Established in 1956, the IMEMO is a comprehensive research institute of social economic 

and strategic studies; while Fudan Development Institute, founded in 1993, is now growing 

into a globally influential think-tank with active inter-disciplinary academic exchange.    

The signing of the MOU laid a concrete foundation for the strategic partnership and 

cooperation between the two institutions. 

 

 (Source from Fudan Homepage)   

 
 
China ABC 
The Solar Term of the Summer Solstice (Xia Zhi) 

 In the ancient times, the Twenty-four Solar Terms divides seasons from the beginning of 

spring to great cold. It shows the relationship between universe, season, climate and 

agriculture, which is unique creation by Chinese ancestors. To date, it has functioned as a 

complete set of weather calendar to guide the agricultural production in China. 

As the 10th solar term, the Summer Solstice (Xia Zhi) literally means the beginning of 

summer. It begins when the Sun reaches the celestial longitude of 90° and ends when it 

reaches the longitude of 105°. It more often refers in particular to the day when the Sun is 

exactly at the celestial longitude of 90°.  

In Northern China, the seasonal tradition of the Summer Solstice (Xia Zhi) is to have noodles. 

There's a saying that goes like this: “After eating noodles on the summer solstice day, 

daylight gets shorter day by day”. After the summer solstice, temperature rises in north China 

and there's plenty of sunshine and rainfalls, which is good for the growth of crops.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celestial_longitude


 

While areas in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River are in rainy season, during 

which persistent and heavy rains are common. The hottest days of summer begin after the 

summer solstice. They come in three stages - the first, second and third period of the hot 

season, with each period lasting for ten days. Crops thrive in these hottest days and at the 

same time, weeds and pests also grow actively. It's a busy farming season. 

 
Recommended Events  
20 Jun. Sat.     Topic: Chinese Comparative Literature Association Bi-Annual Conference 

    09:00             Sponser: International Centre for Studies of Chinese Civilization, Fudan  

 Venue: Room 102, East Auxilary Buliding, Guanghua Building 

 (光华楼东辅楼 102 室) 

 

12 Jun. Fri.     Topic: How the Basal Ganglia Generate Behavior 

    15:00             Speaker: Henry H Yin 

 Venue: Conference Hall, 8th Floor，Zhidao Building, Fenglin Campus 

 (枫林校区治道楼 8 楼会议室) 

 

Strongly Recommended 
19 Jun. Fri.     Topic: Traditional Chinese Rice-pudding DIY Event 

     16:00           Sponsor: Foreign Affairs Office 

Venue: Alumni Hall, Yanyuan Hotel  

(Address: No.270, Zhengtong Rd., Yangpu District.) 

(燕园宾馆校友厅) 
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