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Research Spotlight  
Prof. Ge Jianxiong Traces History of Family Planning 

Speaking at a recent lecture in Shanghai, Fudan University professor Ge Jianxiong suggested 

that China’s modern family planning policies ought to be considered in historical context and 

amended to meet present realities. 

According to Ge, many mistakenly assume that the family planning policy was the brainchild 

of the Chinese Communist Party. In fact, it was mooted in 1941 and formally enacted in 1945. 

However, Japan’s invasion of China halted actual implementation. Such polices were later 

taken up and brought to bear in the late 1970s, when China’s economy was teetering on the 

verge of financial ruin. As Ge observed, the Chinese government was forced to adopt 

stringent birth control measures out of necessity. What’s more, he explained that such a 

choice was not without precedent. 

The popular notion that large families were the norm in ancient China is actually a 

misconception, said Ge, who invoked research suggesting that fertility rates among ancient 

Chinese were actually quite low. Ge claimed that China’s ancient nuclear families were small 

in many cases, typically including five or fewer members during the Western Han Dynasty 

(206BC-24AD).  

Sex-selected infanticide prompted by a cultural preference for sons was believed to have kept 

family size in check. Many ancient people also avoided having more children when another 

mouth to feed would have been detrimental to their economic interests, said Ge. For example, 

in south China’s mountainous Fujian Province, small families were an obvious choice for 

ancient households already living a hand-to-mouth existence. 

Traditions and practices evolved dramatically over time, noted Ge. Emperor Li Shimin of the 

Tang Dynasty (618-907AD) issued a decree mandating all the nation’s widows remarry, to 

increase the population. During the Song Dynasty (960-1279), when the population spiked, 

widows were forbidden from remarrying. This ban was kept in place until the Qing Dynasty 

(1644-1911). Widows who refused to remarry were officially rewarded and made examples 

of, often with archway monuments erected commemorating their chastity. 

According to the professor, other factors such as feudal corvee (unpaid labor demanded by 

the state), a fearsome penal system, wars, plagues and catastrophes all contributed to a low 

birth rate within the general populace. 



Fertility, however, was uneven among different social classes. Many within the privileged 

gentry class, where concubinage was common, worked vigorously to produce more offspring, 

said Ge. 

This inequality in terms of fertility was eventually narrowed thanks largely to the arrival of 

foreign crops such as potatoes, corn, peanuts and chili, which could be grown on land 

unsuited for rice and wheat growing, thereby effectively feeding countless hungry households 

and resulting in a population explosion. 

While China is in the process of adjusting its family planning policies, based primarily on 

socioeconomic factors such as a dwindling work force and a swelling population of senior 

citizens, the issue also needs to be approached from an ethical viewpoint, said Ge, alluding to 

the social adjustment issues seen in many young Chinese people who lack siblings. 

Indeed, foreseeing a looming demographic cliff, Ge actually called for official tolerance of 

second children as early as 1995. Today though, Ge considers his earlier advice to have been 

too conservative. He now believes couples should be encouraged to have two children — or 

even three or four in certain cases. 

His suggestions follow a slew of reports which indicate that fewer couples have applied for a 

second child than expected since family planning policies were eased more than a year ago. 

 (Source from Shanghai Daily)   

 
 
 
Research Spotlight  
Student Work under International Perspective Initiated Successfully 

On the afternoon on March 30, initiative meeting for program of study on professionalization 

of student work under international perspective was held in multi-functional hall in Yi Fu 

Building. Yin Dongmei, Deputy Secretary of Party Committee of Fudan University, Xu Jin, 

director of Student Work Department of Party Committee of Fudan University and all project 

members attended this meeting. 

The program aims to build a bridge between schools to explore theory of student work and 

integrate theory with practice. Project headers of seven research groups reported and 

displayed their work one by one. Deputy Secretary Yin Dongmei listened attentively to the 

reports and affirmed their work. She said that education and management of first class 

university cannot solely depend on experience, but rather on accessible rules which help to 

realize specialization and professionalization of student work. This program not only deepens 



theory study and understanding of student work, but also helps to increase ability of staff and 

realize a leap-over development in internationalized student work. Yin encouraged research 

groups to make a bold attempt in realizing internationalization of student work.    

Yin also expressed some expectations: firstly, learning experience from world prestigious 

universities on student work, consider the socialism with Chinese characteristic and the traits 

of Fudan students as well as the campus Environment in the process of exploring 

internationalized student work, Experience of successful pilot program shall be promoted 

among the whole university; secondly, transforming the program experience to academic 

papers which can make a sound of Fudan University in the field of student work; thirdly, 

taking the opportunity of the program to cultivate speciality and professionalism as well as a 

perspective of overall situation among the whole faculty of Student Work Department. 

Besides, student work department will hold an international seminar on “professionalization 

and international cooperation on student work in the context of globalization”. By now, 25 

experts in the field of student work from 21 universities are invited to the seminar.  

 (Source from Fudan Homepage)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fudan ABC 
How Many Top Leaders Visited Fudan in the Last 10 Years 

(Abridged version) 

20th Jan 2005, Irish Prime Minister, Bertie Ahearn 

Topic: Ireland's economic success experience, prospects for the Chinese market interest and 

global poverty 

 



22nd Nov 2006, Bulgarian Prime Minister, Sergei Stanishev 

Topic: EU enlargement and Bulgaria s contribution to the EU 

 

20th May 2007, German former Prime Minister Gerhard Schroder  

Topic: Prospects for peaceful development in the world of Globalization 

30th Apr 2010, Prime Minister of Holland, Jan Peter Balkenende  

Topic: Relationship between Holland, EU and China 

22nd May 2015, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  

Topic: The United Nations is to host a global dialogue. And the core of the problem is that 

what kind of world we actually want.  

 

8th Oct 2014, Former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd  

Topic: New relations between China and the United States 



 

12th Dec 2014, Irish President Michael D. Higgins  

Topic: The emergence of the new global order and the importance of the multilateral system. 

 
16th May 2015, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

Topic: The world today faces two main problems: climate change and terrorism. 

 
 

 



Recommended Events  
26 May. Tus.    Topic: Walled Cities in Late Imperial China  

    13:30             Speaker: Junfu Zhang (Associate Professor Clark University)   

 Venue: Room 710, School of Economics, Fudan University 

 (经济学院 710室) 

 

27 May. Wed.    Topic: Semiconductor Nanowires for Artificial Photosynthesis of Value-

Added Chemicals  

     14:00             Speaker: Yang Peidong 

Venue: Report Hall, 1st Floor, Yifu Science & Technology Building  

(逸夫科技楼 1楼报告厅) 

 

29 May. Fri.    Topic: High-Tempreture Superconductivity-Insights from Einstein's Electrons  

    10:00             Speaker: Shen Zhixun 

 Venue: Room 102, East Auxiliary Building, Guanghua Building 

 (光华楼东辅楼 102室) 
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